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PO3KJ/IA/LI BOT'OCOAYKIHb
Ceama TaiiHa Cnosidb wjoHedini 8id 9:30 - 9:50

BEPECEHb

20 - 16-Ta HeajinAa nicna Tpoiui. fitypria 10:00.

26 — BeuipHa 0 17:00.

Micna 6orocnykiHHA Byae BiACNYKEHa NOMWHA/IbHA NaHaxMaa
3a nNepLuoro HacrtoaTena napadii, npoTonpecsiTepa o.
Bonoammupa Cniosapa, Ta 1obp. fleoHiga, o6ox 6n1axkeHHOI
nam’sTi, a TaKOX 3a BCiX OCHOBOMO/IOXKHUKIB i NapadisiH, AKi
cnounnu B Focnogi Big vacy 3acHyBaHHA napadii. BiuHa im
nam’atb!

27 - 17-ta Heajina nicna Tpoiui. Mitypria 10:00.
(MpecTonbHMI NpasHMK Halwoi napadii)

OBTEHb

1 -Yetsep. lMokposa MNpecsAatoi boropoamu, - flitypria 10:00.

4 - 18-Ta Hegina nicna Tponui. Jlitypria 10:00. Y aBox moBax.
11 - 19-ta Heginsa nicna Tponui. Nitypris 10:00.
18 - 20-ta Hegjns nicnsa Tpownui. Nitypria 10:00.
24 - Cy6oTta, AumnTtpiBcbKa NomuHanbHa cy6. litypria 10:00

25 - 21-a Hepgina nicna Tponyi. Bmu. Aumntpia ConyHcbKoro.
Nitypria 10:00.

26 - NoHepginoK. Bmy. Anmutpia ConyHcbkoro. Jlitypria 10:00.

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Confession every Sunday 9:30 — 9:50 am

SEPTEMBER

20 — 16" Sunday after Pentecost. Liturgy at 10:00 am.

26 — Vespers at 5:00 pm.

Following the service, a memorial service will be held for the

parish’s first rector, Protopresbyter Fr. Volodymyr Sluzar, and
Dobr. Leonida, both of blessed memory, as well as for all the

founders and parishioners who have fallen asleep in the Lord
since the parish’s founding. May their memory be eternal.

27 - 17" Sunday after Pentecost. Liturgy at 10:00 am.
(Patronal Feast of our Parish)

OCTOBER
1 - Thursday. Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos. Liturgy at
10:00 am.
4 - 18" Sunday after Pentecost. Bilingual Liturgy at 10:00 am
11 - 19'" Sunday after Pentecost. Bilingual Liturgy at 10:00 am
18 - 20" Sunday after Pentecost. Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am
24 — Saturday. St Demetrius Soul Sat. Liturgy at 10:00 am.

25 — 215 Sunday after Pentecost. Great Martyr Demetrius.
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

26 — Monday. Great Martyr Demetrius. Divine Liturgy at 10:00
am.




NoTpebytoTb Hawmx monutoB: Teogocia basep, EsreHia Migsucoupka, CredaHin Lesuyk, JaHnno CteuniunH, Oneca Bonoluyk,
lOpin MaHuyk, Mapis Asuraiino utnHcbka, Codia OnaHcbKa, AHHa Jlax, OKkcaHa XaH, [liaHHa [lyaac, MapiaHHa Nigsucoubka, Opuca
Asaumipeub, Ona Hapenexa, PomaH MeauHcbKunin, 3eHoH MPUKOB' aH.

Prayers for health: Theodosia Bawer, Jennie Pidwysocky, Stella Shewchuk, Dan Stechysin, Lesia Voloshchuk, George Panciuk, Mary
Dwyhajlo Zytynsky, Sophie Oliansky, Anna Lach, Oksana Chan, Diane Dudas, Maryann Pidwysocky, Irene Avdimiretz, Olga Narepecka,
Roman Medynsky, Zenon Hryckowian.

MAPA®IAJBHI IO/II TA OTOJIOIIEHHA

LLEPKOBHI A3BOHMWU: LlepKoBHa paja 3 pasiCTio NOBIAOMAAE NPO 3aBEPLUEHHA PEMOHTY LLEPKOBHMX A3BOHIB i BUC/IOB/IHOE WUPY
BAAYHICTb YCiM, XTO I0/TyYNBCA A0 BUKOHaHHSA PobiT Ta Hagas ¢piHaHCOBY NiATPUMKY.

Ocobnuea nogsaka Bacunio fronoBHMUy — 3a npuabaHHA enekTpoasuryHa; Mukoni KocTioky — 3a BUKOHaHHS PEMOHTHUX POBIT;
Bacunio Comy — 3a onnaty Ta BCTAHOB/NEHHA HEOBXiAHNX KOHCTPYKTUBHUX e/1eMeHTiB; a Takox Ceprito CTacoKy Ta MOro CUHOBI
Ceprito — 3a gonomory B opraHisalii Ta nposeaeHHi pobiT.

LLMpo gAKyemo BCim 3a ZONOMOrY, Hanoer1MBy NPauo Ta NiATPMMKY Y BiAHOBNEHHI BaX/IMBOT YaCTUHM XKUTTA | TPaAMULiN Hawoi
LLepKBW.

HEAINbHA LLKONA NPU NAPA®IT: LLloHeaini 3 10:00 go 10:45 y LepKoBHIl 3ani NPOBOAATLCA 3aHATTA 3 pesirii Ana ajitei.
3anpoLllyemMo AiTel A0 y4acTi y HeAinbHil wKoni! 3a goaaTtkosoto iHpopmalieto 3BepTaiiTecs Ao 0. Bosoanmumpa 3a teniepoHom
514-947-2235.

LUEPKOBHA KPAMHMUA: VY LuepKoBHilt KpamHUL BU MOXKeTe nNpuadaT iKoHW, 3010Ti Ta CPIBHI XpeCcTUKMU, MOIUTOBHUKMN, AYXOBHY
niTepaTypy Ta iHWIi LEepKOBHI ToBapu. TaKOXK Yy HAaABHOCTI € YKPaiHCbKa CUMBO/IIKA Ta iHLWI CyBeHipw.

LLEPKOBHMIM XOP: PeneTuii xopy BifbyBatoTbea LWoHeaini o 9:00 y LLepKOBHili 3ai. 3anNpoLuyeMo HOBUX XOPUCTIB A0 HALLIOFO XOpY,
ocobnunso vonosikis! 3a goaaTtkosoto iHpopmaLiieto 3BepTaiTecs Ao MannHu BaBepuak-KyknescbKoi 3a TenedpoHom 514- 620-9494.

3YCTPIY 3A KABOHO: LlloHeajini nicna boxkectBeHHOI JTiTyprii y LiepKOBHili 3ai 3anpoLUyeMo Bcix H6axKaloumnx Ha KaBy, Yail Ta
CONOZKE, a TaKOX [0 TEMNIOT0 POAMHHOIO CMisKyBaHHA. Byaemo pagi 6a4unTi KoxkHoro!

BIABIAUHU XBOPUX: Haraayto, WO KOAM XTOCb i3 Halwmx NapadisH NOTpanane 40 NiKapHi, NPOCMMO poauHY NOBiAOMUTHU NpPO Le O.
Bosoanmmpa a TakoxK Kosim ocoby BUNMUCAHO 3 NikapHi abo nepesegeHo A0 ByANHKY ANns Atogel noxmnoro Biky. Lie gonomoxke Ham
BYACHO BiABiAaTV Hawmnx napadisiH, NOMOUTUCA PAa30OM i3 HUMM Ta HAAATU HeObXiAHY AYXOBHY NiATPUMKY.

3ATAJIbHA IHOOPMALIA

KOHTAKTHA IHOOPMALIA: sKwo BM NOMiHANM abo MaeTe HaMip 3MiHUTU CBOKO AOMALLIHIO Y/ €/IEKTPOHHY aZlpecy, 3BepHiTbCA [0
Nobun NykKac (Ipukas@bell.net), wob B LLepKoOBHOMY peecTpi byna Balua BipHa agpeca.

YNEHCbKA BKNALOKA: Ha piuHux 3aranbHux 36opax Hawoi napadii 15-ro ntotoro 2026 poKy 6y10 NPUMHATO pilleHHA Npo
36iNbLUEHHA YNIeHCbKMX BHECKIB Ha 2026 pik 40 $265 Ha 0aHY 0coby. AKLLO BM CNNAYyETe YNEHCbKI BHECKM 33 POAMHY, TO Balli
BHECKM CKNagaTMMyTb $265 x 2 = $530. Byab nacka, 3BepHiTb yBary Ha Lo iHpopmallito.

MEPEKA3ATU MNOXEPTBY ANA LLEPKBU ABO 3AMJIATUTU CBOKO YNIEHCbKY BKNAAKY: HATUCHITb: www.canadahelps.org abo
MO3KHa BuUciaTh Yyepes “Interac e-Transfer” Ha agpecy stsophiemtl@gmail.com. [dakyemo 3a Balli Wupi NoXKepTsu.

LLLO6 AONOMOITU BALLIN LEPKBI, BU MOXETE 3 3A JONOMOIOIO LIEI MPOrPAMM (PAD), BE3MOCEPEAHBLO 3 BALLOIO
BAHKIBCbKOIO PAXYHKY: [1na Balwwoi 3py4HOCTi Ta NiATPMMKM Bawoi Lepksun, BY1b JIACKA, po3rnaHbTe MOXKAMBICTb NPUEHATUCA
[0 Hawoi nporpamu PAD. (POPMW HA Bebcaifit www.stsophiemontreal.com).




Dopori 6patn i cectpum!
Cnasa Icycy Xpucry!

3a HOBUM KaneHaapem 8 BepecHs My Bia3Hadanm boropoanyHuii npasHuk — Pisgeo MpeceaTtoi boropoauui.

Haw xpam, 36yaoBaHuii y 1962 poui, HocuTb im’s CBaToi Codii — MpemyapocTi boxKoi. A Luboro poky, 26—27 BepecHa, Mu
Bij3HAYaTMMEMO BeNUYHY iCTOpUYHY nogito — 100-niTTa Hawoi napadii.

YacTto MOKHa MoYyTH AYMKY, LLLO Hall NPecTo/IbHMI Npa3HMK NoB’A3aHuMl 3i cBAToo Codieto — maTip’to cBATUX MydeHUUb Bipn, Hagji
i Mobosi. MpoTe ue He TaK. Haw npecTtonbHMIA Npa3HMK NoB’A3aHuMi i3 PisgBom MpeceaToi boropoauui, a Ha3zsa xpamy — Cogis,
Npemypgpictb boxa — mae rnnboke 6ibniiHe Ta 60rocNoBCbKE 3HAUYEHHS.

To)X BUHUKAE 3anNMTaHHA: AKe BigHoWweHHA mae cBaTo Pi3gBa MpecBaTtoi boropoauui go Cogii — MpemyapocTi boxkoi?

bi6niiiHe po3ymiHHA MpemyapocrTi:

LLlo6 BignoBicTM Ha Le 3anuTaHHA, 3BepHimoca Ao Ceatoro NMucbma Ta Tpaguuii Liepksu.

Y Crapomy 3aBiTi [pemyapicTb 4acTo NOCTaEe AK NOeTUUYHUI 06pa3 boxkoi MyapocTi, Aka noxoAuTb Big bora, BUABAAETLCA Y TBOPIHHI
Ta HaBYa€E NOANHY NpaBeaHoro Xutra. Y KHusi Mpunosicteit yMtaemo:

«locnoab ctBopmnsB MeHe, noyaToK goporu Ceoei, neplwunit i3 ain Ceoix, BiaaasHa. BigsiuHMx Yacis noctaBneHa f, Big noyatky, Wwe
nepej TMm, AK NOCTaB CBIT»

(Mpun. 8:22-23).

Lli cnoBa HanexaTb 0 NOeTUYHOro 0b6pasy MpemyapocTi. Y XpUCTUAHCBKIN TpaauLii BOHX pO3rnaaaloTbCsA TAaKOXK AK NpoobpasHe
cBigyeHHs npo CuHa BorKoro, ane cam Len YpUBOK He CNifl po3yMiTu Tak, Hibn CnH Boxkuii € cTBopiHHAM. LlepkBa cnosiaye, wo CuH
BoxXuii € npeaBiuHO HapoaKeHun Big, OTuA, a He CTBOPEHUIA.

Mcanmocniseub Aasng roBopuTb:

«Yce B npemyAapocTi COTBOPUB ECU»

(Mc. 103:24).

Y KHurax Craporo 3aBiTy MpemyapicTb NocTae sk Ta, Wo nepebysae 3 borom, BUABNAETLCA Y TBOPEHHI, HABYaE loAei NpaBeaHOCT,
3aK/IMKaE X 40 MyAPOCTi Ta 3anpollye Ao ceoro beHkety (Mpun. 8:22-31; 9:1-6; Cup. 24:1-22).

Y HoBomy 3aBiTi Ui 06pa3n HabyBatoTb NOBHOTU Y CBiTAi 06’ABNEHHA Npo lcyca Xpucta. Anocton Nasno rosopuTb:

«A 3 Hboro Bu B XpuCTi Icyci, W0 cTaB HaM MyapicTio Big bora, npaBegHICTIO XK, | OCBAYEHHAM, | BiAKYNAEHHAM»

(1 Kop. 1:30).

A we BupasHile BiH HasnBae XpucTa «boxoto cunoto i boxkoto Mpemypgpictio» (1 Kop. 1:24).

€BaHrenie Big IBaHaA NOYNMHAETLCA CNIOBAMM:

«CnoyuaTtky 6yno Cnoso, i Cnoso 6yno y bora, i Cnoso 6yno bor. BoHo 6yno cnouatky y bora. Yce uepes Hboro nocrano, i 6e3s
Hboro Hilo He nocTano, Wo nNocrano»

(ls. 1:1-3).

OTxXe, y XxpuUctuaHcbkomy 6orocnos’i boska Mpemyapictb 0cob6aMBMM YMHOM NOB’A3yeTbCA i3 CUHOM BoXUM — BiuHMM Jlorocom,
Cnosom boxkum, uepes AKoro Bce noctano. BogHouac Baxkinmeo nam’ataTtu: «Codis» He € OKPeMoto BOXKeCTBEHHOI 0CO60t0 UM
yeTBepTOotO inocTaccto. bor € NpeceaTa Tpoiiua — OTteup, CuH i CBATUIA [lyx. Koan mu roBopumo npo Xpucra sk npo boxy
MNpemyapicTb, To cnosiayemo 6ibniliHe oakpoBeHHA Npo CnHa boxXoro, a He BBOANMMO OKpeMmy «inoctacb Cooii».

Came ToMy He BMMaAKOBO, WO OHi 3 HAMAABHILIMX i HAMBEIMUYHILINX XPaMiB XPUCTUAHCbKOrO CBiTY 6yau npucesyeHi CeaTin Codii —
NpemypgpocTi boxKiit, 30Kkpema 1 Codilicbknit cobop y Kuesi.

IkoHorpadina Cooii — Mpemyapocti boxoi:

BibniliHe po3ymiHHA MpemyapocTi 3HANLWNO CBOE BifobpaKeHHsA i B LLepPKOBHOMY MUCTeLTBi. BogHouac ikoHorpadia Codii mae pisHi
iCTOPUYHI TUNK, TOMY IX HE CAiZ, 3MiLLYBaTU MiXK c0b60t0 abo TAyMaunTh K ByKBasibHe 306paxKeHHA oKpemol 60XKecTBeHHOT 0cobu.
OaHum i3 Bigomunx Tnis € HoBropoacbKa ikoHa Codii — MpemyapocTi boxKoi, o chopmyBanaca B pycbkint ikoHorpadiuHin
Tpagmuii. Ha Hi Codia 306parkeHa K aHrenonoibHa nocTaTth Y LAapcbKomy BbpaHHi, 4yacTo BorHAHoro abo yepBoHOro Konbopy. Llei
06pa3 cumMBONIYHO BKa3ye Ha boxky Mpemyapictb i He 03Hauvae, Wo Codia € aHrenom abo camocTiliHO 6OXKeCcTBEHHO iCTOTOHO.

Y pi3HUX BapiaHTax ikoHW Nopyd MoXyTb ByTu 306paxkeHi boropoauus, IBaH XpecTuTtenb, anocTon i eBaHrenict IsaH borocnos, a
TakoX Xpuctoc i Focnoap CaBao¢. Cknag KOMnosuuji MoXe Biapi3HATUCA 3aN1EKHO Big, KOHKPETHOro iKoHorpadivyHoro BapiaHTa,
TOMY He BCi nepenivyeHi NocTaTi MPUCYTHI Ha KOXKHIil iKOHI.

IHWw1i Bimommit TN — KuiBcbKa iKoHa Codii — Mpemyapocti boxKoi, nos’s3aHa 3 Tpaamuieto Codiicbkoro cobopy B Kuesi. Y Hilt
LeHTpanbHe micue 3aiimae boropoauusn, Aka cToiTb y xpami abo B apui i3 cimoma ctoBnamu. Le Haraaye cnosa KHuru Mpunosictei:
«MyapicTb cBilt gim 36yaysana, cim cToBNiB CBOIX BUTECANA»

(Mpun. 9:1).

Y fesiKMX BapiaHTax ikoHM 306parKeHO CimM CXOOMHOK, AKi CMMBOJII3YIOTb AlyXOBHE CXOAMKEHHA Ta YeCHOTU. HaBKOI0 MOXKYTb ByTH
CTapo3aBiTHi NPopoKMK, a Bropi — Nocnoab CaBaod i aHrenbcbki cnan. OAHaK KOHKPETHI CUMBOJIM, HAaNUCK Ta CKNad, KOMNO3uLii
MOKYTb BiiPi3HATUCA B Pi3HMX Nam’ATKaXx i CNMCKax.



OmKe, ikoHorpadia Codii — NpemyapocTi boxKoi He € BykBanbHUM nopTpeTom «Codii» AK oOKpemoi ocobu. BoHa cumeonivuHo
cBiaunTb Npo boxy Mpemyapictb, siKa y cBiTNi HoBoro 3aBiTy HalnoBHille BigkpuBaeTbea B lcyci XpucTi — Boxkomy Cnosi.

38’30k MpemyapocTi 3 Npecsatolo boropoauueto:

Tenep moxemo Kpalle 3po3ymiTn 38’a3ok Codii — MpemyapocTi Borkoi 3 NpeceaToto boropoauueto.

Pizago MNpecBaToi boropoauui e no4aTkom 34jlicHeHHA BoxKoro 3agymy cnaciHHA ftoacbkoro poay. Hapoaskyetbca Ta, AKa cTaHe
Marip’to Cnacutens, yepes AKy boxuit CuH npuinae y CBIiT i BiAKPUE NOACTBY LWAAX A0 CNaciHHA.

3 Mapii Hapoaueca Icyc Xpuctoc — BiuHMii CuH boxkuid, boxka MpemyapicTb i Jloroc, AKuiA NpuiAHAB NIOACLKY NpMpoayY Ta CTaB
noAibHMM [0 Hac y BCbOMY, KPim rpixa. BarKnmBo BUC/NIOBNIOBATYH Lie came TaK: XpUcToc He nepecTas 6yt Borom i He nepeTBopuBCs
ZINLLE HA NOAMNHY, @ € ICTUHHUM BOrom i iCTUHHOO NANHOLO.

MNpecesaTa boropoamua nob6poBinbHO NpUnHANa Boxy BoAto, i Yepes Hei BiuHe CnoBo cTano nloguHo. BoHa He € axepenom
BokecTBa XpUcTa i He € camoto Boxoto MpemyapicTio, ane € Moro Marip’to 3a NtoAcbKo Npupogoto Ta boropoauueto, 6o Toii, Koro
BoHa Hapoamna, € icTUHHUI CuH Boxkuii.

Ak yepes Henocnyx npamartepi €BU y CBIT yBilLWAM rPiX | cMepTb, Tak Yepes nocnyx [Aisn Mapii npuiAwno y cBiT cnaciHHa — Xpucroc,
Hosuit Aaam, BiuHMit Jloroc boxkuii. Lle NopiBHAHHSA € BaXKNIMBUM A/1A LLePKOBHOI TpaamLii, ane cnaciHHA 3aiicHue Cam Xpucroc;
Mapis ctana Mloro cmmpeHHO0 cniBcayKuTenbKoto Ta MaTip’to 3a N104CbKOI0 MPUPOAOIO, a He CRiBBIAKYNUTE/IbKOLO, PiBHOIO
Cnacutenesi.

Tomy Pi3aBo MpecBaToi boropoauui Mu MoXemMo po3rnaaati y ceitni boskoi MNpemyapocTi: HapoarKyeTbea Ta, Aka cTaHe MarTip’to
Cnacutens, Marip’to BonnouyeHoro CnoBa, yepes fAky boxa MNpemyapicte — XpucToc — siBUaca CBITOBI B NOACHKIN npupogai.
3HauyeHHA AnA Hawoi napadii:

Came Tomy AN Hac, Ak ans rpomaam Co6opy Ceatoi Codii — MpemypgpocTi BoxKoi, Lie Mae 0cobanBe 3HaUYEHHA.

Mu He npocTo Hocumo im’st Codii. Le im’a Haraaye Ham npo Xpucta — boxy Mpemyapictb | Choso, npo MNpeceaty boropoauuto, Aka
ctana Marip’to BonnoyeHoro CnoBa, i Npo Halle NOKANKaHHA XUTK TiE MyApicTio, AKa NoXoauTb Big bora.

Liboro poKy, Konu mu BiaszHadyaemo 100-niTra Hawoi napadii, M1 ocob611MBo AfKyeMo BOrosi 3a BCi CTO POKiB HaLLIOro LLePKOBHOIO
KUTTA.

CT0 pOoKiB — Le He nLe icTopia Haloi rpomaaum. Lle cto pokiB monuTBM, BipK, NpaLi, *)KepToBHOCTI Ta Nt060Bi 6aratbox NOKoNiHb
Hawwmx napadisaH.

Hexali ke Focnoap, AKMI € Axepenom ycsakoi icTMHHOT MpemyapocTi, npoBaanTb Hawy napadito i Hagani. Hexalt 3a moiMTBamMM
MpecsaToi BoropoauLy My 3anuLLaemoca BipHUMM XpucToBi, Moro CeaTili LiepKBi Ta HaLLii yKpaiHCbKIN XPUCTUAHCBKIN [yXOBHii1
cnagLwuHi.

Hexalt focnoap 61arocnoBuTb Hallly rpoMaay, Halux Aitel i monoap, Halli poAMHM Ta BCiX, XTO MPOTATOM CTa POKiB TpyAMBCS i
KepTByBaB A/1a Aobpa Hawwoi napadii.

Ceata Cogie — MNpemyppocte boxka, moau bora 3a Hac!

MNpot. Bonognmup KyuwHip

IkoHorpadisa Codii — Mpemyapocti Boxoi / The Iconography of Sophia — the Wisdom of God

@Domo. Ikona Coghii — IIpemyopocmi bBoowcoi — y nawomy xpami ¢ Moupeani
Photo: The icon of Sophia — the Wisdom of God — in our Montreal church



Dear brothers and sisters!
Glory to Jesus Christ!

According to the New Calendar, on September 8 we celebrated the Marian feast — the Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos.

Our church, built in 1962, bears the name of Saint Sophie — the Wisdom of God. And this year, on September 26-27, we will mark a
great historic event — the 100th anniversary of our parish.

It is often said that our patronal feast honours Saint Sophia, the mother of the holy martyrs Faith, Hope, and Love. However, this is
not the case. Our patronal feast is the Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos, while the name of our church — Sophia, the Wisdom of
God — has a profound biblical and theological meaning.

So the question arises: what connection does the feast of the Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos have with Sophia — the Wisdom
of God?

The Biblical Understanding of Divine Wisdom

To answer this question, let us turn to Holy Scripture and the tradition of the Church.

In the Old Testament, Wisdom often appears as a poetic personification of God's wisdom, which comes from God, is manifested in
creation, and teaches humanity to live righteously. In the Book of Proverbs we read:

“The LORD possessed me at the beginning of His way,

Before His works of old.

| have been established from everlasting,

From the beginning, before there was ever an earth.”

(Proverbs 8:22—-23, NKJV)

These words belong to the poetic personification of Wisdom. In Christian tradition, they have also been understood as a
foreshadowing of the Son of God. However, this passage should not be understood to mean that the Son of God is a created being.
The Church professes that the Son of God is eternally begotten of the Father, not created.

The Psalmist David says:

“O LORD, how manifold are Your works!

In wisdom You have made them all.”

(Psalm 104:24, NKJV)

In the books of the Old Testament, Wisdom is presented as being with God, manifested in creation, teaching people righteousness,
calling them to wisdom, and inviting them to her banquet (Proverbs 8:22—-31; 9:1-6; Sirach 24:1-22).

In the New Testament, these images receive their fullness in the light of the revelation of Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul says:

“But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and righteousness and sanctification and redemption.”
(1 Corinthians 1:30, NKJV)

Even more explicitly, he calls Christ:

“Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”

(1 Corinthians 1:24, NKJV)

The Gospel according to John begins with these words:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

He was in the beginning with God.

All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.”

(John 1:1-3, NKJV)

Thus, in Christian theology, the Wisdom of God is especially associated with the Son of God — the eternal Logos, the Word of God,
through whom all things came into being. At the same time, it is important to remember that “Sophia” is not a separate divine
person or a fourth hypostasis. God is the Holy Trinity — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. When we speak of Christ as the Wisdom of
God, we are professing the biblical revelation concerning the Son of God, not introducing a separate “hypostasis of Sophia.”

This is why it is no coincidence that some of the oldest and most magnificent churches of the Christian world were dedicated to Holy
Sophia — the Wisdom of God, including the Cathedral of Saint Sophia in Kyiv.

The biblical understanding of Wisdom is also reflected in church art. At the same time, the iconography of Sophia has several
historical types, and they should not be confused with one another or interpreted as literal representations of a separate divine
person.

One well-known type is the Novgorod Icon of Sophia — the Wisdom of God, which developed within the Rus' iconographic
tradition. In it, Sophia is depicted as an angel-like figure in royal garments, often fiery or red in colour. This image symbolically points
to the Wisdom of God and does not mean that Sophia is an angel or an independent divine being.

In different versions of the icon, the Theotokos, John the Baptist, the Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian, as well as Christ
and the Lord Sabaoth, may be depicted nearby. The composition may vary according to the particular iconographic version, so not
all of these figures appear in every icon.



Another well-known type is the Kyiv Icon of Sophia — the Wisdom of God, associated with the tradition of the Cathedral of Saint
Sophia in Kyiv. At its center is the Theotokos, standing within a temple or an arch with seven pillars. This recalls the words of the
Book of Proverbs:

“Wisdom has built her house,

She has hewn out her seven pillars.”

(Proverbs 9:1, NKJV)

In some versions of the icon, seven steps are depicted, symbolizing spiritual ascent and the virtues. Old Testament prophets may
appear around them, while above are the Lord Sabaoth and the angelic hosts. However, the particular symbols, inscriptions, and
composition may differ among various historical examples and iconographic copies.

Thus, the iconography of Sophia — the Wisdom of God — is not a literal portrait of “Sophia” as a separate person. Rather, it
symbolically bears witness to the Wisdom of God, which, in the light of the New Testament, is revealed most fully in Jesus Christ —
the Word of God.

The Connection Between Divine Wisdom and the Most Holy Theotokos

We can now better understand the connection between Sophia — the Wisdom of God — and the Most Holy Theotokos.

The Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos marks the beginning of the fulfillment of God's plan for the salvation of the human race.
She is born who will become the Mother of the Savior, through whom the Son of God will enter the world and reveal to humanity
the way of salvation.

From Mary was born Jesus Christ — the eternal Son of God, the Wisdom of God and the Logos — who took upon Himself human
nature and became like us in all things except sin. It is important to express this precisely: Christ did not cease to be God or become
merely human. He is truly God and truly man.

The Most Holy Theotokos freely accepted God's will, and through her the eternal Word became man. She is not the source of
Christ's divinity, nor is she the Wisdom of God herself. Rather, she is His Mother according to His human nature and the Theotokos,
because the One whom she bore is truly the Son of God.

Just as sin and death entered the world through the disobedience of our foremother Eve, so through the obedience of the Virgin
Mary salvation came into the world — Christ, the New Adam, the eternal Logos of God. This comparison is important in the tradition
of the Church, but salvation was accomplished by Christ Himself. Mary became His humble servant and His Mother according to His
human nature, not a co-redeemer equal to the Savior.

Therefore, we can contemplate the Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos in the light of the Wisdom of God: she is born who will
become the Mother of the Savior, the Mother of the Incarnate Word, through whom the Wisdom of God — Christ — was revealed
to the world in human nature.

The Significance for Our Parish

This is why, for us as the community of Saint Sophie — the Wisdom of God, this has a special significance.

We do not simply bear the name Sophia. This name reminds us of Christ — the Wisdom and Word of God, of the Most Holy
Theotokos, who became the Mother of the Incarnate Word, and of our calling to live according to the wisdom that comes from God.
This year, as we mark the 100th anniversary of our parish, we give particular thanks to God for one hundred years of our life as a
church community.

One hundred years is not merely the history of our community. It is one hundred years of prayer, faith, work, sacrifice, and love
offered by generations of our parishioners.

May the Lord, who is the source of all true Wisdom, continue to guide our parish. May, through the prayers of the Most Holy
Theotokos, we remain faithful to Christ, His Holy Church, and our Ukrainian Christian spiritual heritage.

May the Lord bless our community, our children and youth, our families, and all those who, throughout these hundred years, have
labored and sacrificed for the good of our parish.

Holy Sophia — Wisdom of God, pray to God for us!

Very Rev. Archpriest Volodymyr Kouchnir

PARISH EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHURCH BELLS: The Parish Council is pleased to announce the completion of the repairs to the church bells and extends its sincere
gratitude to everyone who participated in the work and provided financial support.

Special thanks to Vasyl Holovnych for purchasing the electric motor; Mykola Kostyuk for carrying out the repair work; Vasyl Som for
covering the cost of and installing the necessary structural components; and Sergei Stasiouk and his son Sergei Jr. for their
assistance in organizing and carrying out the work.

We sincerely thank everyone for their help, hard work, and support in restoring an important part of the life and tradition of our
church.



SUNDAY SCHOOL: Religious education will be held in the church hall from 10:00 — 10:45 pm. For more information please contact
Fr. Volodymyr at 514-947-2235.

CHURCH BOUTIQUE: In the church boutique, you can purchase icons, gold and silver crosses, prayer books, and other spiritual
literature. Ukrainian symbols and other items are also available.

CHURCH CHOIR: Rehearsals in the church hall are on Sundays at 9:00 am. For more information please contact Helena
Waverchuck-Kouklewsky at (514) 620-9494. New members are always welcome — especially men!

FELLOWSHIP HOUR: Every Sunday, after Divine Liturgy, join us for coffee and refreshments. This is an opportunity for our
parishioners to meet and welcome guests to our family parish. We very much appreciate donations that help cover the costs.

VISITING THE SICK: Please inform Fr Volodymyr when a parishioner is admitted or discharged from a hospital or nursing home.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: Saint Sophie Montreal. We are streaming our services from YouTube. Please subscribe!
https://www.youtube.com/@saintsophiemontreal

GENERAL INFORMATION

CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATE: Please contact Luba Pukas at Ipukas@bell.net if your status, address, telephone numbers or
email address have changed.

MEMBERSHIP FEES: For 2026, it was voted at the Annual General Meeting on February 15, 2026 to increase membership fees to
$265 per person. Please note if you are currently paying a Family membership then your fees will be $265 x 2 = $530.

ONLINE DONATIONS & MEMBERSHIP PAYMENTS can be made by visiting www.canadahelps.org or via Interac e-Transfer to
stsophiemtl@gmail.com. Thank you for your generosity.

YOU CAN NOW PAY WITH PRE-AUTHORIZED DEBITS:
Help your church by joining pre-authorized (PAD) payments. (Forms available on our website www.stsophiemontreal.com).




